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) | 79-008/0SS 
ly GUIDELINES VOR THE REVIPW OF RECORDS FOR TT: PERIOD 
Oh FROM THE END OF 065 0 WE BEGIAATNG OF CIA 
—, | Utetober TOS September TT 


—— On 20 September 1045 President ‘hirrs Trin sipned an Executj ler 

_, breaking up the OSS as of 1 October 1045 and dinecting the poeta — 

_ State to take the lead in developing the progran for a comprehensive and 
coordinated foreign intelligence system. The Research and Analysis (R&A) 
and Presentation Branches of the OSS went intact to the State Department 

€ Temaining activitics of the OSS (mostly chindestine services) were _ 

asSigned to the War Departient which was to kecp them separate in the 
Strategic Services Unit (SSU) established by the Executive Order for that 
purpose and to keep those activities to serve as a nucleus for a possible 
central intelligence service. 


= On 22 January 1940 President Truman issued a Presidential Directive 
which established the Central Intelligence Group (CIG) functioning directly 
under the National Intelligence Authority (NIA). the NIA consisted of , 
representatives of the Secretaries of State, War and Navy and a personal 
representative of the President. The Pirector of CIG was appointed by the 
President. His duties included plamiing to coordinate departmental intel- 
ligence activities; recommending pelicies and objectives of the “national 
intelligence mission;” correlating and evaluating intelligence for strategic 
and national policy and disseminatine it within the Government; performing 
functions related to intelligence a othe President and NIA might direct; — 
and performing services of cormon Concern where those services could be 
performed more efficiently by a central orgunizaticn, Significantly, the 
Director of CIG was not given the duty of direct ly collecting intelligence. 
The CIG was described as "a cooperative interdepartmental activity." Since 
the SSU had been expected only te ser an intecim function, the Executive 
Order of 20 September 1945 directed the Secretar of War to discontinue the 
SSU as soon as its functions and fn ilities could bes 1) placed in a new 
central intelligence organization; 1: olaced in the War Department; cr 3) 
dropped entirely. General Magruder, chief of the SSU, was to superintend 
the liquidation of those SNi activitics to be dropped entirely during 
peacetime. On 29 January 1940 the Sc oretarsy of War directed that the SSU 
Should be liquidated by Su June flo. ‘the Director 6f CIG was to take what 
records he wanted from SSU throuph the Secretary of War and retain operational 
control over them. Title 2 the reerds was to be settled later. Magruder 
felt that SSU plans, properties amt personnel must be maintained because 
they were indispensable for the procurcment of intelligence in peacetime, 
On 14 February 194o he urged that the sSU be placed under the Director of CIC. 
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TIAN Wye: >PULE OVET Wicther the Dircete of CIG should pet the 

j , an ~werdepartmental CMEC Lee Was Mand zed under Colone} 
Aurore Séogen 24 °1D1A-RDPSSBVOZIGROGMON BOMB Te Cor th opinion 
y 4 Was, Ought not po to the ln, he committer had heard that 
the bulk of intelligence information came Prom friend dy vovernments; that 
much material came from other Souroes than score t (col lection; that Ssu 
personnel had not been adequately 3; recned; and that MInY Clandestine personne. 
had become exposed during WWoHT. 1. corm ttoc thought that the SSU should 
be reorganized and the desired portion Phi oo tudes the Cig asa “yoing 
concern."" The committee thought that ule cy adg sloscly coordinate Clandestine 
Operations, concentrate on the USSR aad th eying Lites, penetrate key fmtitu, 
tions to aid possible U.S. militar Oeeralh sy develop Pladson Nath donei on 
intelligence agencies and develop Deer teh Gord ~ in Germany and Sarin while 
overt collection of intelligence one pat os, houkL remin with the atber US. 
Government agencies, The comiittec ahs ia fhe the interrelationshin 
between the SSU and the R&A Branch fePitd ete da the State Department } 
and urged that their activities be intes rare bey mse the RA Branch: wis 
“closely geared to the Secret intel lipenee branches a3 their chick yuide.' 
The comnittee also felt that the Directoy . Pool should take authority aad 
responsibility for liquidation of ti all 


On 3 April 1946 the final liquidation of Ssu was postponed fram 
50 June 1946 to 30 June 1947. Meanwhile, the Chief of Ssy was directed to 
obey the instructions from the Director of Clv. This made it possible ror 
Fortier, Assistant Director and Acting Chiel of Operational Services of 
CIG, to take over such SSU assets as the Pirector of CIG wanted while unwanted 
assets would be absorbed into the War Bepartin at ep abandoned. ‘The OPrange- 
ments for the transfer of SSU to the CIG through the War Department were 
complicated but it enabled the CIG to take desaliy what it wanted while 
Magruder, Chief of the SSU, got rid ef unwont od facilities through the Waar 
Department, Although neo specilae hemi oo fire was taken, the Passage of time 
and the inferential approval of the “atiene) Security Act of J947 appears to 
have vested title of SSI provertiy wa thsi ais 


In June 1940 Genoral Vandenbery beers the Dirceter ef CIG (replacing 
Admiral Souers). Vandenberg felt tieit. the MHreetor of CAG amst be the NEAtS 
executive officer and he immediate. Writ oot to obtain preater wuthority 

independence for the CIG. bol. hire ideas ret resistance from the member 
agencies of NIA, Vandenberg did win sone pte, bar Cxamp le, Vandenbera 
wanted the CIG to Conduct abl oscster sae ar! Counter -espdonase for the vo] lec. 
tion of foreign intelligence abroad. Wy Breposal wae moadified to allow the 
Director of CIG to condlict only: Pes “ei ad bodera]" onerations which 
were outside the U.S. and its PEE ANNs Soe ST Pet UG iG tea tlic tlic 


; ‘authority to collect Intelligence uitermatron. the piirpose of the revision 


i 


| 


Was to permit the OL Seinen «. Sie 4 Wdect inte bligence for departnental 
purposes and it wis MeInt to protest the Vhp fs performing its duties within 
the U.S. Vandenberg then estanis «ic! the Grice of Speck Mperations to 
collect foreign intelligence, on has Theo vgemer amd fabb ot IQ16, the CI, 


arranged to take over the PeTsaana rs, Waleroover avents, uid forcign stations 


of the SSU. By mid-Vctober 146 the baqurletion of SSU was complete. (SSU as 
a bonafide organization never actually went ont Of business. The CAISS/ DDO 
is the current Chief of SSU and ors autheri ocd fo conduct: certain business ‘or 


aa | 
! : : 
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EE a teenanaecs eb peas Sate 


Rind sgmpracaalifop Rei Be 2003/0 724 < tin RDP AS BAODSERD ORM soos! Sper is] 
‘requests from EX-SSU or OSS personnel.) SSBdd23¢ROdeFDHISOHORM! She that 


effective 19 October 1946 "SOS diseontanuer all overseas activities and the 
Office of Special Operations of (iu assumes de consibility for conducting 
espionage and counterespionaye in the field for cetbeetion of forcign intel 
ligence information required Por nataenab oocurih..” 


As noted above, the CIC takewer «1 tho Sod stretched over a period af 
several months in 1940. During thi pertes the iG took sver many of the 
personnel, installations, faciliti: cd eee cr randgements and units os well 
as administrative practices or tho eh. ber ed will fam CIG, after 
19 October 1946, using SSU cover uit deste tm, ond detterhead stationery 
from such units making it difricuit te tdéont.ss. Cho documents from appearance 
alone. It could be argued that ab tho te tteriead G2:SSU then dt ts an Sou 
document. Be that as it may, fer meeerab purpoces in chassifpeation review 
consider all records created before Pkt ber te as SoU and abl records 
created after that date as clG. 


- GUIDELINES 


For our gencral use in the Classification review process, the date of 
19 October 1946 will be considered the pivetal date marking the "end of the 
e ginning’ of the CIG. Generally speaking, records dated prior 
to 19 October 1936 will be considere | 580 decinaats and those created after 
that date will be considered CIG dociuents. 


The methods of organization ied oper. ti iu ed by the SSU were vers 
similar to those develuped and uscd by the of The Soll was essentially a 
military unit, staffed mostly by wilitary per- med and housed ino the War 
Department under mifitary commas. Tt ors Caen fore pertinent for us to review 
SSU documents under those wiidedine haved prt for and used dm the a tassift- 
cation review of OSS records. Mie teen the otaer dad very Seon ter 145 
creation began to take onan independent fife ead akthoueh many CEG porsonne! 
continued to be military it quigkis attra ted ere civilians and it was not 


under direct military command, we will, there fe re, Took at CiG doctiment < as 


relating closely to the bepinnin. of the Cb\ and will review CHG doc ments 
under those guidelines developed boo and used on the classification review of 


CIA records. As a general rule, tie OS povie. team wil be responsible for 
‘reviewing documents originated beooi. ft Sotober P40 and the other CRn 


reviewers Will be responsible ter toc docrune nts ortainated after 19 Octobe: 
1946, This date is not intended to be an tibsedute rule; as in all review 
work, individua] judgerent imist | tse. Por cvaaple, a document originated 
after 19 October 1940 might refer te the past and ta activitie: or problems 
of the SSU making it in essence aonerc or des. typical Sst document containing 
material relating to the SSU. Sich « document shoudd be reviewed as being 
essentially a SSU document and deci the O68 caidedines to judge the classi fie 
cation action. (m the other hand, a document on ipinated before 1! October 1946 
might refer to the future ard te actevittes er profdens rerating to the CIG 
making it in essence a mere oF le typiead C1G decent. This type decument 
should be reviewed as a CIG document usioe the CPA guided dies, 
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